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1. THERE HAS BEEN N O RPT NO REPORTED MOVEMENT ON ISSUE SINCE 
VISIT OF PLO REPRESENTATIVE EL-SURANI TO AUSTRALIA JUNE 

7-14. AS REPORTED REFTEL B) EL-SURANI TALKED SO FAST FOR SO 
LONG THAT EVEN PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM COULDN'T GET IN WORD 
EDGEWISE. AT THAT TIME WHITLAM WOULD PROBABLY HAVE FOLLOWED 
DFA'S RECOMMENDATION AND TOLD HIM THAT AUSTRALIA WAS PREPARED 
TO ALLOW THE ARAB LEAGUE TO OPEN AN OFFICE IN AUSTRALIA AND TO 
ALLOW A MEMBER OF THE OFFICE STAFF TO BE A PLO MEMBER. AS IT 
WAS, ALL WHITLAM GOT TO SAY WAS THAT IT WAS TOO SOON FOR THE 
PLO ITSELF TO OPEN AN OFFICE IN AUSTRALIA. 

2. IN PRESENT PRE-ELECTION PERIOD HOWEVER IT IS EXTREMELY 
UNLIKELY THAT GOVERNMENT WOULD TAKE RISK OF OFFENDING AUSTRALIA'S 
STRONG AND VOCAL JEWISH COMMUNITY ALONG WITH IMPORTANT SEGMENTS 
OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR MOVEMENT BY GRANTING PLO STATUS NOW. 
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